
to start businesses, but wanted to expand to 
beekeeping.

Karl went to establish the project, and arrived 
after a 19 hour flight on October 1st in Uganda’s 
capital city, Gatia. A long drive later, past the city of 
Mbale, he arrived in the trading outpost of Bukatia. 
Bukatia is a on the plains of Uganda, and doesn’t 
receive much water until the rainy season begins 
in April.

Most of Karl’s beekeeping activities were with 
the Kohir Integrated Beekeeping Association 
(KIBA) in Ochir. The KIBA group was trying to con-
struct their own hives, focusing on Top Bar Hives 
(see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Top-bar_hive for 
more information). 

On Karl’s first assessment the hive was ripped 
open and was bustling with bees. There was a roar, 
and the bees were very aggressive. The so-called 
Killer Bees are Africanized strains, but Karl was in 
the heart of Africa, dealing with true African bees. 
Traditional hives are round logs, suspended from a 
tree. When the beekeeper wants to harvest some 
honey, he will smoke one end of the log, and shoot 
fire into it. Then he will stick his arm in and check 
the first comb: if it has honey he grabs it, and if not, 
he runs away.

Karl noted that one of the wonderful things 
about Uganda is that if you set up a hive, a few 
days later a colony will move in. There is no short-
age of bees in Uganda. One of the bad things is 
that African bees abscond regularly. In the moun-
tains of Uganda, there is lots of forage for bees to 
feed from, and it’s much cooler than down on the 
plains. Pests in Uganda, especially in the plains, are 
a problem. They include: lizards, safari ants, mice, as 
well as snakes (which 
follow the mice). Some 
of better apiaries will 
have metal stands, with 
a holder on the stand 
or legs that they place 
water or used motor 
oil into to prevent ants 

Index
1. March Minutes
2. Nat’l Pesticide Ctr. 
4. Vanishing of the Bees
4. Spaghetti Dinner
5. Dues Form
6.  Workshop Info.

“We have chosen 
to fill our hives 
with honey and 
wax; thus  
furnishing  
mankind with 
the two noblest 
of things, which 
are sweetness 
and light.”

 Jonathan Swift
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

4/22, 7-9pm, MCBA Meeting. First Religious Society Hall.
Annual Spaghetti Dinner, and brief discussion by Bernie  Michaud:
successful strategies & techniques for capturing swarms.

5/14, 9am-3pm, MCBA/MVBA Beekeepers Workshop
1Kemp Street, Dunstable, MA  01827

5/21, 2pm-4:30pm, Vanishing of the Bees
Groton Grange, 80 Champney Street in Groton, MA

7/25-29, Eastern Apicultural Society Workshop & Conference
Providence, Rhode Island. http://www.EasternApiculture.org
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March 25, 2011 MCBA Meeting Minutes

Bee Talk

Anybody here for the first time Tonight? Mary J., 
a newbee from Maynard; Meghan from Newton, 
starting this Spring; Ted, M. from Billerica; Greg G. 
started last year.

Karl Goethert took a trip to Uganda, spent 3 
months there helping to establish a beekeeping 
program, and spoke about his experience there.

MCBA donated money to provide equipment 
to help establish the program, and Karl expressed 
his thanks to the club.

In December, 2009, he spent his vacation with 
the Willing Workers on Organic Farms program, 
spending a month in Hawaii. He donated his time 
to a farm, which happened to have the largest api-
ary on the island. In between trimming orchards, he 
learned from the farmers how they kept bees. The 
experience encouraged him to find a volunteer 
beekeeping project, which he found through Peace 
for Development, an organization that promotes 
beekeeping projects around the world. They put 
him in contact with a man in Uganda who worked 
for an organization whose interests include seed 
banks for farmers, and empowering local women 
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and mice from getting in. Karl showed a number of 
deteriorated hives that were open to the outside, 
and made the point that the bees just don’t care 
where they live.

Many of the apiaries in the mountains were 
funded by the government, and were in better 
shape than those on the plain.

At the end of his first day, Karl went to inspect a 
Langstroth hive. There was a roar of bees becom-
ing angry when he looked in. He was stung 7-10 
times almost immediately, and it took at least 20 
minutes for the hive to calm down before he could 
return. Karl later learned that the best time to in-
spect hives on the plains was at night; the bees are 
more docile because it is significantly cooler (70º F. 
versus 90º+ in the daytime). But, you still have to 
move quickly.

After his first experience with the aggressiveness 
of African bees, Karl did extensive research on the 
local bees, as well as on the use of Langstroth hives, 
and the pros and cons of top bar hives. He was 
eventually put in contact with a man named Ed-
mund also had extensive experience as a beekeep-
er in Uganda. Edmund agreed to lead a series of 
workshops for farmers. These workshops included: 
site location, equipment, making your own beesuits, 
use of a smoker and which local plants to use in 
the smoker to help keep the bees docile. Smokers 
are larger (10”) because you have to use a lot of 
smoke. In his presentation, he stressed proper bee 
space because when locals were constructed their 
hives they didn’t necessarily know about bee space, 
and proper dimensions.

The workshops included construction of a top 
bar hive with proper dimensions for each of the 
participants to take home with them. The sides 
were made of sticks gathered in the nearby woods. 
To fill in the cracks, and line the hive, everyone 
mixed mud using dung and dirt and water. Top bars 
are difficult to cut, especially when you don’t have 
good tools because they have a precise width to 
insure proper spacing (32mm for the African bees). 

Harvesting – Karl harvested honey from 2 apiar-

ies during his stay. Moses, his boss, told him had to 
fill one jar of honey before he left, and he did. 

To harvest, one must first gather the blue grass, 
ichithou, which is supposed to help make the bees 
more docile. You must move as quickly as you can, 
and the method for top bar hives is to smoke the 
hive, and inspect one top bar at a time. It took 2 
nights to accomplish because the bees were so ag-
gressive. To harvest from a top bar, the beekeeper 
cuts the comb off of the bar and drops it into a 
bucket to process later by crushing and straining 
through a sieve. 

Sometimes working the apiaries became difficult 
because of the closeness of hives to each other. 
When one hive would become agitated, the warn-
ing phermones would drift and alert the other 
hives.

A member asked Karl whether the organization 
had a cash market for the honey. Karl answered 
that there is a very strong market in Uganda. 

Harvesting quality honey is very difficult, especially 
in the rural areas. There are also many uses for the 
wax collected, including candle-making, furniture 
and shoe polish.

Before leaving Karl found a replacement in the 
form of a university professor in Uganda who 
hoped to establish an apiary, and use the honey 
and wax collected to purchase properly made top 
bar hives or tools, to move forward.

Business Meeting
Save the Date, Vanishing of the Bees, on May 

21st, presented by Groton Local. For more infor-
mation, check the calendar in this newsletter or the 
club’s website.

Ernie Huber contacted the American Bee 
Federation, and Dave Fernandes sent a number of 
newsletters to the club, as well as applications for 
membership. One complimentary membership 
was sent, and auctioned at the meeting, along with 
some bee equipment. $40 was raised.

There were several reported pesticide-kills of members’ hives last year, and I found a website for  
reporting incidents. If you are a new beekeeper, please check the MCBA website, and post the  
problem, or contact one of the Mentors, who can help make an assessment.

The National Pesticide Information Center has a web-based portal for reporting bee-related  
incidents: http://pi.ace.orst.edu/erep/

Information from these reports can help the EPA identify bee kills associated with the use of a  
specific pesticide or active ingredient. The reports of pesticide incidents can help identify patterns  
that indicate a potential unreasonable adverse effect of a pesticide.

From the website:
This portal provides a method for reporting ecological incidents that are suspected or known to  
be related to pesticide exposures.Ecological incidents are when adverse field effects involve  
non-target entities such as: wildlife, birds, fish, shell fish, bees, plants, soil, and water.

The purpose of this portal is to collect information from government organizations, academia,  
wildlife rehabilitation centers, conservation societies, and bee keepers. 
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Treasurer’s Report.
Al Horton presented his report. A motion was 

made to approve the Treasurer’s report as read 
(subject to an audit). The motion was seconded, 
and approved without opposition.

New business. 
The April meeting is the last indoor meeting and 

the Club’s annual spaghetti dinner. Please see the 
announcement elsewhere in the newsletter for de-
tails. Tony will also not be able to attend the April 
Dinner/meeting. The meeting and presentation will 
be brief… a volunteer recording secretary would 
be appreciated.

If you have not yet renewed your membership, 
please do so ASAP.  There is a renewal form on 
page 5.

Any questions before we go?
A member asked about buying unmarked 

queens. He would like to mark the queen and 
wondered if there is a color code? There is an 
order to the colors used, and this year is white. 
There a couple brand names Posca, Testor, etc.; 
Rick prefers the Posca pens.

A member in Lexington that lost all of his hives 
during the winter asked what to do to prepare the 
hives before installing packages this spring. Rick taps 
the frames lightly, by holding the top bar. This must 

be done gently. Tap both sides to dislodge the dead 
bees. You should also clean the bottom board. If 
there are any frames of honey left over, you can 
keep 1 or 2 for the new package. What’s more im-
portant is that there is empty comb for queen to 
lay in. Al recommended scoring the honey frame 
about an inch with your hive tool, and this will be 
enough for the bees to access the honey faster.

A member asked about the proper time to 
remove an entrance reducer for existing hive that 
over-wintered. Probably wait until the temps get 
into the 60’s.

A member asked about frames which had only 
partially been drawn with wax, and what to do 
with them? If you have a frame that’s partially filled, 
leave it where it is and wait for warmer weather. 
Then place the frame in the middle of the upper 
brood box, bees will fill it out if it’s in the middle, 
but not as quickly if it’s on the outside.  Remember, 
bees will build out wax when it’s warmer, there’s a 
good nectar flow, and they need it.

Another member asked about removing frames. 
If you are looking to eliminate frames, you should 
focus on frames of the old pollen, because they 
won’t use old pollen. The bees will use the newer 
pollen that they bring in.

It’s still cold out, you don’t want to manipulate 
the hive too early. It’s important that you don’t 

break brood chamber. When it gets warmer, move 
blank/empty frames from the end and slowly inte-
grate them into the middle.

A member asked if anyone knew of any issues 
when introducing russian queens? Russians don’t 
build out as well on new comb as other breeds, 
but they do work well on older comb. Al suggested 
making the colony queenless for 30 hours, then 
introduce the queen for 2-3 days (with the cork 
in the cage), then remove the cork – the colony 
seems to have better chance of accepting her. The 
only thing you want to be careful of is the attend-
ants in the queen cage dying off and blocking hole, 
so make sure that the sugar hole is up. This goes 
for all types of queens. Also, be aware that russians 
constantly build supercedure cells, so if you find 
them, don’t worry.

Motion to adjourn, which was approved.

Have a
	 •	Recipe
	 •	Quote
	 •	Poem
	 •	Photograph
	 •	Interesting	Bee	Fact
that	you	would	like	to	share?

Please	email	it	to	Tony	Pulsone: 
toekneepea@gmail.com

Did you know?
There are approximately 3000  
pore plates on a single worker 
antenna. These pore plates consist 
of rows of very fine pores through 
which odorant molecules can pass 
and be transported to receptor 
cells beneath the plate.  The plates 
are located only on the eight 
most distal flagellar segments 
of each antenna.

How	doth	the	little	busy	Bee
Improve	each	shining	Hour,
And	gather	Honey	all	the	day
From	every	opening	Flower!

How	skilfully	she	builds	her	Cell!
How	neat	she	spreads	the	Wax!
And	labours	hard	to	store	it	well
With	the	sweet	Food	she	makes.

In	Works	of	Labour	or	of	Skill
I	would	be	busy	too:
For	Satan	finds	some	Mischief	still
For	idle	Hands	to	do.

In	Books,	or	Work,	or	healthful	Play
Let	my	first	Years	be	past,
That	I	may	give	for	every	Day
Some	good	Account	at	last.

by	Isaac	Watts, 1715



Vanishing of the Bees! Documentary showing
Saturday: May 21, 2:00-4:30 PM

Save the date for Vanishing of the Bees!  Middlesex County Beekeepers Association 
is partnering with Groton Local and the Groton Grange to sponsor a bee event 
the afternoon of May 21, 2011 at the Groton Grange, 80 Champney Street in 
Groton, MA. 

Following the movie, there will be a “Bee Talk,” by Tom Fiore, John Cheetham and 
any other MCBA members who wish to participate. They will facilitate a discussion 
about the movie and talk about what we all can do to encourage a healthy  
environment for bees. 

Invite your friends….beekeepers, would-be-beekeepers and anyone interested in 
the terrible plight of our bees (and that should be everyone)!    We will also be 
displaying educational material, beekeeping equipment, and serving some  
honey-based snacks!  Please contact Sally Hensley at 978-272-1210 if you’re  
willing to help.
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MCBA Annual Spaghetti Dinner

Friday, April 22, 2011
First Religious Society Hall, Carlisle (the site of our indoor meetings)
Social: 6:30 p.m.
Dinner: 7:00 p.m.

The club will provide the main course and we are asking members to help with the rest.

If your last name begins with: Please bring:
 A-G Salad
 H-N Bread
 O-T Dessert
 U-Z Soft Drinks

Remember to bring your own plates, silverware, glasses and cups!  
RSVP to Tom Fiore (tncfiore@comcast.net or 617-974-4528) by April 15th if you plan to attend.

Following dinner, Bernie Michaud will give a talk on “Successful strategies and techniques for capturing swarms.”

Did you know?
Bees can use their paired antennae 
to detect accurately the direction 
of an odor by comparing the  
intensity of odorant molecules  
perceived by each antenna.



The Middlesex Bee is the Newsletter of The Middlesex County Beekeepers Association

Send membership applications, dues, and email address updates to:

Jennifer Reed, Corresp. Sec.  
81 Westford Street 978.649.5635 
Dunstable, MA 01827 jsreed81@gmail.com

Tom Fiore, President Rick Reault, Vice-Pres. Al Horton, Treasurer
781.863.1788 978.512.9222 978.649.7763
tncfiore@comcast.net rick@nebees.com anhljp@verizon.net

Your comments and submissions are always welcome. All material is due by the 10th of each Month. Plain 
text is preferred; Open Document, or Microsoft Word formats are acceptable.

Tony Pulsone, Recording Secretary & Editor Alan Bondeson, Librarian
617.930.1019  abondeson@comcast.net 
toekneepea@gmail.com

Members-only website  Public website
www.communityzero.com/mcba www.middlesexbeekeepers.org

MCBA Membership Form
$10 Annual dues, payable to MCBA. Please Print

Name (& Spouse/Family Member)  _________________________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________

Email  ________________________________________________________________________________

How did you hear about the Club?  _________________________________________________________

Mail	this	form	and	payment	to	Jen	Reed.							You	can	also	renew	with	Jen	at	any	of	the	club	functions	or	meetings.
81	Westford	Street,	Dunstable,	MA		01827

New England
Beekeeping Supplies

10 Louis Avenue
Tyngsboro, MA  01879

978.957.2233

Extracting Services
Honey Jars

Beekeeping Equipment

www.nebees.com
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2011	  MCBA/MVBA	  Annual	  Spring	  Beekeepers	  Workshop	  
	  
When:	  	   May	  14,	  2011	  	  (9am	  to	  3pm)	  
Where:	  	  Silveus	  Plantation	  (Carl	  Flowers’	  Christmas	  Tree	  Farm)	  
	   1	  Kemp	  Street,	  Dunstable,	  MA	  01827	  	  (use	  this	  address	  for	  GPS/Internet	  directions)	  
	  
Cost:	  	   $20.00	  per	  family	  or	  a	  single	  applicant	  
Who	  May	  Attend:	  	  Only	  Members	  (and	  their	  family)	  of	  the	  MCBA	  or	  MVBA	  associations	  	  
What	  to	  Bring:	   Protective	  Beekeeping	  Equipment	  (veil,	  suit,	  etc.)	  
	   	   Folding	  Chair	  
	   	   Lunch	  (MCBA/MVBA	  will	  supply	  soft	  drinks	  and	  water)	  
	  
Classes	  will	  be	  instructed	  by	  experienced	  beekeepers,	  and	  will	  cover	  many	  different	  beekeeping	  
management	  practices.	  After	  lunch	  we	  will	  have	  Hive	  openings.	  Classes	  are	  for	  both	  the	  beginner	  and	  
experienced	  beekeeper.	  One	  is	  never	  too	  old	  to	  learn!	  	  	  
	  
Directions:	  
From	  the	  South	  traveling	  north	  on	  Rte	  3	  take	  exit	  35.	  	  Keep	  right	  onto	  Rte	  113	  west	  towards	  
Dunstable.	  From	  the	  North	  traveling	  south	  on	  Rte	  3	  take	  exit	  35.	  Stay	  left	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  ramp	  west	  
towards	  Dunstable.	  Travel	  on	  Rte	  113	  west	  for	  2	  4/10	  miles	  to	  Dunstable	  Center.	  
Turn	  left	  in	  Dunstable	  center	  staying	  on	  Rte	  113	  towards	  Pepperell.	  Travel	  from	  Dunstable	  Center	  7/10	  
mile	  and	  take	  left	  onto	  Groton	  St.	  (just	  before	  Dunstable	  General	  Store).	  Travel	  on	  Groton	  St.	  2	  	  2/10	  
miles	  to	  Kemp	  St.	  Turn	  left	  onto	  Kemp	  St.	  Travel	  on	  Kemp	  St.	  6/10	  of	  a	  mile	  to	  Carl’s	  Farm.	  	  	  
From	  Groton	  Center	  Rte	  119	  take	  Hollis	  St.	  travel	  8/10	  of	  a	  mile	  on	  Hollis	  St.	  	  At	  cemetery	  stay	  straight	  
keeping	  cemetery	  on	  right	  ,	  you	  are	  now	  on	  Chicopee	  Row.	  Travel	  3	  3/10	  miles	  on	  Chicopee	  Row	  and	  
take	  right	  onto	  Kemp	  St.	  Follow	  direction	  above.	  	  
From	  Pepperell	  take	  Rte	  113	  west	  to	  Dunstable.	  At	  the	  Dunstable	  General	  Store	  (gulf	  gas/dunkin	  
dounuts)	  turn	  right	  onto	  Groton	  St.	  and	  follow	  direction	  given	  above.	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
_	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  Cut	  and	  Return	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  _	  
	  
Make	  Check	  in	  the	  amount	  of	  $20	  payable	  to	  the	  club	  you	  belong.	  MCBA	  or	  MVBA.	  
	  
Merrimack	  Valley	  Beekeeper	  (MVBA)	  Member	  ☐	   Number	  Attending	  _____	  
Name	  of	  person	  registering:	  
	   	  ____________________________________________	  
	  
Middlesex	  County	  Beekeepers	  (MCBA)	  Member	  ☐	   Number	  Attending	  _____	  
Name	  of	  person	  registering:	  
	   	  ____________________________________________	  
	  
Send	  registration	  form	  along	  with	  the	  check	  to	  
Al	  Horton	  
30	  Oak	  Street	  
Dunstable,	  MA	  01827	  
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